
East Devon District Council

Countryside Service 01395 517557

www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside

The Countryside Service’s Wildlife
Training Days aim to give participants
a basic understanding of each topic.
No previous knowledge is expected -
just bring along your enthusiasm to
learn!  By the end of each training
day participants should have the 
necessary knowledge to further 
explore the subject by themselves.

Courses will be led by Countryside
Service staff or by external tutors
and are limited to a maximum of ten
participants.  There will be a mixture
of classroom sessions and practical
work or observation.

Location: Field Studies Base, 
Axe Estuary Wetlands
Time: 9.30am – 4.30pm
Cost: £35 including basic lunch and 
refreshments. 
Parking: Behind Seaton Cemetery (allow
10 minutes to walk to Field Studies Base)

Please complete and return the enclosed
booking form, with cheque made payable
to EDDC, to:

The Countryside Service
East Devon District Council
Knowle, Sidmouth 
EX10 8HL

If  you would like more information please
contact Diane Berry on 01395 517557, or
dberry@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Wildlife Training Days
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Wildlife Training Days
Friday 3 June
Introduction to the Identification and 
Ecology of Dragonflies
Led by David Smallshire, British Dragonfly Society
Trustee and co-author of Britain’s Dragonflies
With their amazing colours and turbo-charged
lifestyles, dragonflies and damselflies are fascinating
inhabitants of ponds, rivers or marshes.

The course will visit three local areas that between
them boast over 15 species of  dragonfly.  You will
learn how to find, capture and identify dragonflies,
find evidence of  emerging specimens and learn
about their amazing lifestyles.

Friday 17 June
Introduction to Insect Identification
Led by Fraser Rush, Nature Reserves Officer
With approximately 28,500 species in Britain and
millions worldwide, insects can be a difficult 
subject for the beginner to get started on.

This course has three aims:
to teach you methods of  
sampling and collecting 
insects, how to separate 
the many different families
of  insects and, once you
know what family an insect
belongs to, how to work out
what species it is!  

Friday 29 July
Basic Principles of Habitat Management
Led by Fraser Rush, Nature Reserves Officer
With so much land now managed as nature 
reserves, how do land managers decide what to 
do at each site?  Why do we need to manage these
places at all instead of  just leaving them to nature?  

Using the Axe Estuary Wetlands as an example and
combining classroom sessions with field excursions,
this course will highlight the need for hands-on (or,
in some cases, hands-off) management of  our
most valued wild, natural places.

Friday 1 July
Introduction to Drawing
Wildlife
Led by Mike Hughes, 
Wildlife Artist
www.mikehugheswildlifeart.co.uk
A chance for budding artists to
learn how to draw and paint
birds and other wildlife. Looking
at how to produce accurate 
artwork and interesting 
composition, plus techniques
for using pencils and acrylic
paints. Please bring pencils,
paints, a sketch pad and some
examples of  your work.

Friday 22 July
Introduction to Plant Identification
Led by Mike Lock, Chair of Axe Vale & District 
Conservation Society and local botanist
Do you know your stitchworts from your 
chickweeds or your reeds from your rushes?  How
do you tell a cabbage from a crucifer or a carrot
from an umbellifer?

The aim of  this course is to enable participants to
identify the major families of  British plants and
then to narrow each plant down to species.  Using
examples found on the Axe Estuary Wetlands,
nearby hedgerows and other habitats, you will
have the opportunity to put your new-found skills
into practice.
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